
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS HANDOUT 

(RL, RM, RH, RT-6, RT, RMF) 
Please contact the Zoning Division office (703-385-7820) when considering a STORAGE SHED, PATIO, DRIVEWAY or similar 
accessory feature to confirm the required measurement from the property line prior to construction or installation. 
§3.6 DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS 

 

 RL RM RH RT-6 RT RMF 

REQUIRED YARDS, MINIMUM (FT.) 
Front 40 25 20 10 10 25 

Side (street) 30 20 15 20 20 25 

Side (interior) 15 12 – 10 [2] 12 – 10 [2] 0 0 25 

Rear 25 25 25 20 20 35 

NARROW STREET ADJUSTMENT [a] 
Front 65 50 45    

Side (street) 55 45 40    

HEIGHT, MAXIMUM (STORIES/FEET) [b] 
Adjacent to RL, RM or RH district 3/35 3/15-35[b] 3/15-35[b] 3/35 3/35 3/35 

Not adjacent to RL, RM or RH 
district 

3/35 3/35 3/35 3/35 4/45 4/45 

BUILDING COVERAGE 
Maximum (%)  25 35 60 60 60 

LOT COVERAGE 
Maximum (%)  40 50 80 80 80 

NOTES: 
 

[1] Special building line requirements apply where narrow right-of-way areas are found. If front lot line or side (street) line is less than 
25ft from the street centerline, use these setbacks instead and measure from the street centerline §1.5.12. F.1 
[2] Some exceptions apply. See §1.5.11. A.2 (a). 
[3] Or, an average of 1,800 square feet. 

 
 
 

 
 

   
                  

                           
                       

                       
  

  

§ 1.5.11.A.2 (a) 
Maximum height shall be reduced to 15 feet on RM and 
RH district lots between 10 and 12 feet of side (interior) 
lot lines adjacent to the RL, RM, and RH districts, in 
accordance with the applicable required, side (interior) 
yard as specified in §3.6.1. 



 

 
§1.5.12.E PERMITTED ENCROACHMENTS 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
ILLUSTRATION OF YARD LOCATIONS 



 

 

   
§1.5.12. B 

 

SEE § 1.5.12 FOR YARD MEASUREMENTS 



 

 
 

§1.5.11. A.1 
Measurement 
Height is the vertical distance from grade plane, as defined in §9.3.1, to the highest point of the roof line of a 
flat roof, to the deck line of the mansard roof, and to the mean highest level (midpoint) between eaves and 
highest ridge point for gable, hip or gambrel roof; as specified in the Virginia Uniform Statewide Code (USBC). 

 

 
§1.5.7. A 

 

 
§1.5.7. B 

 

 

GRADE PLANE 


