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PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF FAIRFAX 
BYLAWS 

Article I - Purpose of Planning Commission; Bylaws 

The Planning Commission of the City of Fairfax ("Planning Commission") exists and serves as an 
independent body, assisting in the improvement of public health, safety, convenience and welfare 
of the citizens. To this end, the Planning Commission will consider and advise the City Council 
as required, on plans for the future development of the city so that residential areas may be 
provided with healthy surroundings, so that the needs and rights of industry, business, individual 
property owners, and residents may be recognized, and so that transportation systems; highway, 
utility, health, educational and recreational facilities and land use in the city may develop in a 
manner consonant with the efficient and economical use of public funds. 

The Planning Commission hereby adopts these Bylaws, in accordance with the requirements of 
the City Code and Title 15 .2, Chapter 22, Article 2 of the Code of Virginia, to set forth certain of 
the responsibilities and procedures of the Planning Commission, in addition to any other duties, 
responsibilities, and requirements of applicable law that may govern the Planning Commission. 
These Bylaws, as adopted, shall remain in effect until amended by the Planning Commission, 
however, City staff shall, at least every two (2) years, and more often as required by changes to 
the Code of Virginia and other applicable laws, report to the Planning Commission on any 
suggested modifications to these Bylaws. 

Article II - Responsibilities 

The responsibilities of the Planning Commission are as follows: 

• It shall prepare a Comprehensive Plan;
• It shall review the Comprehensive Plan at least once every five (5) years to determine

whether it should be revised or amended and shall make recommendations regarding such
revisions and/ or amendments. Assistance and recommendations on specific features of the
Comprehensive Plan may be requested from members of the City staff, but ultimate
responsibility for preparing the Comprehensive Plan, and any revisions or amendments
thereto, shall remain with the Planning Commission;

• It shall regularly review implementation progress of the Comprehensive Plan and receive
updates from City staff on new policies, studies and analyses that could impact the
Comprehensive Plan or necessitate amendments;

• It shall review the locations for new streets and public buildings and infrastructure for

conformity with the Comprehensive Plan;
• It shall review and make recommendations to the City Council on requests for rezonings,

amendments to the zoning and subdivision ordinances and the Comprehensive Plan, and
similar matters having to do with administration of regulatory measures in land
development;

• It shall act on subdivision plats in accordance with the provisions in the City Code;










