City of Fairfax Prepared
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During a Storm

Before a Storm

« Check the weather forecast be-
fore leaving for extended periods
outdoors.

. If astorm is approaching, keep a
NOAA Weather Radio or AM/FM
radio with you.

« Watch for signs of approaching
storms.

« Postpone outdoor activities if
storms are imminent.

« Check on neighbors who require
special assistance: infants, the el-
derly, and people with disabilities.

« Move to a sturdy building or car. DO NOT take shelter in small sheds, un-
der isolated trees, or in convertible automobiles.

« Iflightning occurs and sturdy shelter is not available, get inside a hard top
automobile and keep the windows up.

« Get out of boats and away from water.

- Telephone lines and metal pipes can conduct electricity. Unplug applianc-
es not necessary for obtaining weather information. Avoid using the tele-
phone or any electrical appliances. Use phones only in an emergency.

« Do not take a bath or shower

« Turn off air conditioners. Power surges from lightning can overload the

compressors.

« Get to higher ground if flash flooding or flooding is possible. DO
NOT attempt to drive to safety. Most flash flooding deaths occur in auto-

mobiles.

If Caught Outdoors Without Shelter

Find a low spot away from trees, fences, and poles.

If you are in the woods, take shelter under the shorter trees.
If you feel your skin tingle or your hair stand on end, squat low

to the ground on the balls of your feet. Place your hands on
your knees with your head between them. Make yourself the
smallest target possible; minimize your contact with the
ground.

After the Storm

Be alert for flooding. If waters are rising quickly or local
authorities issue a flood or flash flood warning, seek
higher ground.

Stay away from downed power lines to avoid the risk of
electric shock or electrocution.

Know how to stay informed.

Receiving timely information about weather conditions or other emer-
gency events can make all the difference in knowing when to take ac-
tion to be safe.

Monitor weather reports provided by your local media
City of Fairfax has several resources to keep you informed:
o Cltyscreen Channel 12 (Cox Channel 12)
o City of Fairfax Alert System
Consider buying a NOAA Weather Radio (NWR)
Think about how to stay informed if there is a power outage.
o Keep extra batteries for a battery operated radio and your
cellphone

Additional Resources

e City of Fairfax OEM

e City of Fairfax Disaster Information

e Regional, State and Federal Resources

For more information about how you can be prepared,
please contact City of Fairfax Office of Emergency
Management at 703-385-4856 or OEM@fairfaxva.gov



http://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/emergency-management
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/emergency-management/disaster-information-web-sites
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/emergency-management/additional-resources
mailto:OEM@fairfaxva.gov
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/community-relations/cityscreen-12
http://www.fairfaxva.gov/about-us/fairfax-city-alert

